NCRBC Adult Bible Class 8
Title:  Christ Is All You Need –2 
Purpose: To convince the hearers that Christ is a complete Savior.

Introduction

In our previous study, we have started considering that Christ is all you need for salvation. And the text that clearly sets this forth is 1Cor 1:30-31 (READ). Here we are told that Christ has become to those who are savingly joined to Him 1) Wisdom from God 2) Righteousness 3) Sanctification and            4) Redemption. 

Last week we considered the first two, now we will consider the remaining two.

Trans: The completeness of Christ as Savior cannot only be seen in that He has become to those who are savingly joined to Him as wisdom from God and righteousness, but also that He has been made…

III.
SANCTIFICATION 

And why do you need this sanctification? Because no one who is unholy will be made to dwell in heaven. “No holiness, no heaven”. 

Mt 5:8 (READ) Only the pure in heart will see God in glory. Those who are not will see God only in judgment. 

Rev 21:1-4, 27 (READ) The unclean will not be made to dwell in heaven where God’s special presence continually dwells.

And why cannot the unholy dwell in heaven? 

Because heaven will no longer be heaven if the unholy are made to dwell there.

What makes heaven such a glorious place to dwell? Not only because God’s special presence dwells there but also because there is no sin in that place, only righteousness. No snatching, no killing, no murder, no raping, no stealing, no fighting, no quarreling, no lying, in that place.

Thus God will never allow the unholy to dwell in heaven or heaven will no longer be heaven.

Moreover, if the unholy were made to dwell in heaven, they will never find enjoyment there. 

For what will people be doing in heaven? Worshipping God and serving God together with the people of God! Rev 7:15-17 (READ). A person who is not holy will never enjoy that!

Besides, nothing in heaven will ever satisfy the cravings of a sinful heart. No MTV, porno, Beerhouses, gambling, gossip in heaven.

Thus, only those who are made holy will be made to dwell in heaven. 

Objection: “But I thought you said that only the righteousness of Christ can ever give us the right to enter heaven?” 

Yes – that is the gospel. However, you also must be made holy so that you will be made fit to dwell in heaven.  

And the biblical balance is set forth beautifully in Rom 6:22-23 (READ).

In vs 22, we are told that the outcome of holiness of life, which has as its foundation being freed from the slavery of sin and coming under the savingly control of God, is eternal life (or heaven).

So does this mean that we have to merit heaven by our holiness of life? No. For note vs 23 – “free gift of God”. 

Illustration: Leper freely given a right to dwell in a castle with the king and his servants. He does not have to merit that right – that was freely given to him. However, this leper will also have to be treated from his leprosy so that he will be made fit to dwell in the castle.

But the big question is this: Can you by your own strength and power ever become holy? Apart from Christ, that would be impossible.

Think of the Pharisees. They were very serious about becoming holy. They fasted twice a week, paid tithes of everything that they got. They observed all OT religious rituals and even added their own. But because they pursued holiness apart from Christ, what did they end up with? Mt 23:27-28 (READ). 

And this is also what will happen to you if you pursue holiness apart from Christ. And why? Because although you might be able to change your external conduct, you cannot change the condition and disposition of your heart. 

Jer 17:9 (READ).

A man might be able to stop an adulterous relationship, but he cannot change the disposition of his heart. He might be able to stop stealing, but he cannot change his covetous heart. He might determine to attend worship, but he cannot change his heart’s dislike for it. 

However, in Christ, we have sanctification from God.

For in Christ, we can find deliverance from the bondage of sin – John 8:34; Rom 6:22 (READ).

In Christ, we can find strength in order to grow in holiness – Phil 4:13 (READ)

And although in this life, we can never become perfectly holy, and yet, in glory we will be made perfectly holy – 1Jn 3:2-3 (READ). Those who have the hope will not just wait until they see Christ and be like Him, but they purify themselves now. But when they see Him, they will perfectly become like Him.

Trans:
Then finally, there is still one more 1Cor 1:30 mentions. In Christ, we have…

IV.
REDEMPTION 

Now what redemption is Paul here referring to? I suggest he is referring to the redemption of the body – Rom 8:23 (READ).

And why do you need the redemption of your body? 

For God made man with both a body and a soul. And your body is much as part of you as your soul.

In fact, that the body is the vehicle of the soul. Without the body, our souls intention cannot be carried out. I.e. a man who is cripple.  

However, the body, and not just the soul, has been affected by sin. And that is why we age and eventually will die.

However, in Christ, we have the redemption of our bodies – Phil 3:20-21 (READ).

Conclusion

So Christ is a complete Savior. He is all you need for life and salvation. If you are in Him, then you are made complete.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Apart from Christ, what value do the law and morality have?  (Conviction. External Order).

What do you think of the idea that the body is the prison house of the soul?

Why do you think many find it difficult to believe in the resurrection of the body? 

